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Annex 9 Leadership Transition 

Outgoing Chairs 

Shaffina Kassam (ECCC)

Jennifer Day U.S. Co-Chair  (NOAA)

Incoming Chairs 

Sean Backus (ECCC)

Alisa Young (NOAA)
Years Active (2018-
2023)

Years Active (2017-
2023)

Thank you for your service!



Annex 9 Key Commitments
Canada and the United States agree to:

● Develop/improve regional-scale climate models and link them to 
GL chemical, physical and biological models to better understand 
and predict the impacts of climate change on GL  water 
quality/ecosystem

● Enhance monitoring of relevant climate and GL variables to 
validate model predictions and understand current climate 
changes and its impacts;

● Develop and improve analytical tools to understand and predict 
the impacts, risks and vulnerabilities associated with climate 
change; and

● Coordinate binational climate change science activities to 
quantify, understand and publicly share information to 
proactively address climate change impacts.
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Annex 9 Co-Chair Goal:  Add Support Across Annex Themes 



Updates: 2023 - 2025 Priorities for Science

1. Collaborate with Annex 2 to enhance Lakewide Action 
and Management Plans (LAMP) by including current 
climate trends and best available information of projected 
future change and impacts.

Deliverables:
1. Provide climate-related expertise to the LAMP writing 

teams in development of each new LAMP 

Status:
LE LAMP is currently in the stage of a red flag review 
w/comments due by November 24. 

Upcoming: 
2024 Lake Michigan LAMP 



Updates: 2023 - 2025 Priorities for Action

1. Enhance knowledge exchange and discussions of GL climate projections, 
integrated modeling, and downscaling approaches for resource managers.

Deliverables:
● Convene an expert climate modelling workshop 
● Update Climate Change in The Great Lakes Basin report 
● Host Annex 9  Climate Change Webinar Series and Extended Subcommittee Calls 

2. Produce and share relevant climate information with the Great Lakes community, 
(including regularly issuing the binational Quarterly Climate Impacts and Outlook 
report and the Annual Climate Trends and Impacts Summary for the Great Lakes 
Basin.

Deliverables:
● Publish Quarterly Climate Impacts and Outlook reports 
● Publish Annual Climate Trends and Impacts reports
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Deliverable Timeframe

Planning for the next climate modelling workshop is in 
progres.  We expect registration to open in February with 
plans for the workshop to convene in spring. 

GLEC member agency and organization modelers are 
invited to attend and present

Scheduled for 
2023 - 24

Implementation of the Priority For Action #1
Foster and enhance knowledge exchange and discussions on Great Lakes climate projections, integrated modeling, 
and downscaling approaches for Great Lakes resource managers.

2021 Recap: 66 participants 

Themes: 1)Physical climate modeling 2) Bias & bias correction 3) Lake level impact modeling 4) Translating climate information

Activities: 1) Review existing climate modeling efforts, share work, identify gaps, develop recommendations
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2. Deliverable Timeframe

Update The Climate Change in the Great Lakes 
Report to reflect te a greater understanding of 
climate modelling.

GLEC member agency experts are invited to provide 
comment and review the report

Scheduled for 
2024

Implementation of the Priority For Action #1
Foster and enhance knowledge exchange and discussions on Great Lakes climate projections, integrated modeling, 
and downscaling approaches for Great Lakes resource managers.
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The Climate Change in the 
Great Lakes Report presents 
many opportunities to address 
climate change impacts across 
the various Annex themes.

Implementation of the Priority Action #1: Climate Change in the Great Lakes Report 
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Deliverable Timeframe

Annex 9 Climate Change Webinar Series and Extended Subcommittee 
meetings help share climate change related information

GLEC member agencies and organizations are invited to attend, 
participate and learn from invited climate change experts, as well as 
present their own climate-related work

Occur 
approximately 
every quarter

Implementation of the Priority For Action #1
Foster and enhance knowledge exchange and discussions on Great Lakes climate projections, integrated modeling, 
and downscaling approaches for Great Lakes resource managers.



Implementation of the Priority For Action #2
Produce and share climate information of relevance to the Agreement with the Great Lakes community, including 
regularly issuing the binational Quarterly Climate Impacts and Outlook report and the Annual Climate Trends and 
Impacts Summary for the Great Lakes Basin.
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Deliverable Timeframe

Quarterly Climate Impacts and Outlook reports

Continue to rely on several GLEC member agencies’ 
participation in the compilation and development of 
these reports

Released 
quarterly in 
March, June, 
September 
and December 

Annual Climate Trends and Impacts Summary 
reports 

Continue to rely on several GLEC member agencies’ 
participation in the compilation and development of 
these reports

Released 
annually in late 
spring



Join the Annex 9 
Subcommittee

Climate Change Updates
Get updated on climate change news, research, and 

events happening in the Great Lakes Basin

Connect
Learn from and network with over 90 practitioners in the 

Great Lakes in both Canada and the U.S.

Strategic Sharing
Participate in our quarterly calls where you can provide 

input on various research projects and share key insights 

and findings from your own research or events

Email: Alisa.Young@noaa.gov or Sean.Backus@ec.gc.ca

mailto:Alisa.Young@noaa.gov
mailto:Sean.Backus@ec.gc.ca
mailto:Sean.Backus@ec.gc.ca


Annex 9 Webinar Series

Vincent Loiselle

Senior Policy Analyst, Climate Change Adaptation Policy, ECCC

CANADA'S NATIONAL ADAPTATION STRATEGY

Briefing on Canada’s first National Adaptation 
Strategy and how it is relevant
to the Great Lakes

Friday, November 17, 2023



Questions?

Sean Backus, Environment and Climate Change Canada

Sean.Backus@ec.gc.ca

Alisa Young, U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration

Alisa.Young@noaa.gov
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